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SYLLABUS 

Everyone has become a health policy expert in the era of Covid-19. The healthcare industry 

accounts for nearly 20% of GDP in the United States, and the pandemic has prompted a full 

reconsideration of how it will be regulated, financed, and subsidized. This course will explore 

the links between major public policy events and the financial prospects and implications for 

various healthcare industry sectors and companies. Lectures will examine how current and 

potential public policy decisions will impact the bottom line and the behavior of 

pharmaceutical companies, hospitals, doctors, insurance companies, and others. Students 

will research, write and present a research paper and project on a live public health care policy 

or regulatory issue of their choosing. Students will be expected to use their analytic toolkits to 

evaluate the potential impact of a significant change in a specific government policy. 

Requirements 

Students are required to attend all meetings ready to discuss the assigned readings and 

having reviewed the provided data. 

Research Paper and Presentation 

Each student will work with one other student on their own paper topic and work throughout 

the semester in partnership with Professor Masia. Full instructions on how to construct the 

paper and how it will be evaluated will be provided as the semester progresses. All teams 

will prepare a 10 slide presentation reviewing their findings and 4-5 teams will be chosen to 

present to the class. 

Grading 

Grades will be determined as follows: final paper 50%, class presentation 25%, class 

participation and commitment 25%. 

Class Topics 

1. Introduction - How Does Our Health System Work? And .... Covid-19 

Overview of the US Healthcare System 

Readings: 

Americans' Values and Beliefs About National Health Insurance Reform 

- Commonwealth Fund/NY Times/Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. Available

at https://cdn1.sph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/94/2019/10/CMWF-NYT­

Harvard Final-Report Oct2019.pdf (Links to an external site.)

"Americans Want the Health Care System to Change. Just Not Their Own Health 

Care." Amelia Thomson-Deveaux, 538.com. Available at 






